

ADOPTED 6/28/11


Introduced by Council Member Reggie Brown & Co-sponsored by CM 

Gaffney, Johnson, Fussell, Carter:
RESOLUTION 2011-439-A
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND CIVIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF FORMER CITY COUNCIL MEMBER FRANK HAMPTON, SR.; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Frank Hampton, Sr. attended Edward Waters College and was a veteran of military service in World War II; and


WHEREAS, in 1955 Mr. Hampton was one of the class of the first six African-Americans hired as police officers by the City of Jacksonville to desegregate its police department; and


WHEREAS, Frank Hampton was a pioneer in the civil rights movement in Jacksonville, choosing to use the power of the law and the courts to fight discrimination and achieve equality of opportunity when others were choosing protests and sometimes violence; and 


WHEREAS, Mr. Hampton, an excellent golfer, was perhaps best known for his lawsuit in 1958 challenging the city’s refusal to allow him and other black golfers to qualify for a tournament at the City-owned Brentwood golf course on the same day as white golfers, a suit which ultimately led the City, in an attitude of defiance, to sell its public golf courses to a private operator after the court found in favor of the black golfers; and


WHEREAS, after leaving the police force, Frank Hampton became a very successful businessman, continued to champion civil rights causes, including sponsoring a visit by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to Jacksonville, and served a term on the City Council of the now-consolidated City of Jacksonville from 1972 to 1975 where he served on almost all of the standing committees and chaired the Agriculture, Recreation and Public Affairs Committee; and

WHEREAS, with Mr. Hampton’s recent passing, Jacksonville has lost a giant of its civil rights history, and the Council desires to commemorate his accomplishments; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Commemoration. The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and civic achievements of former City Council Member Frank Hampton, Sr. and acknowledges the important role he played in Jacksonville’s civil rights movement.  The Council extends its most sincere condolences to Mr. Hampton’s many family, friends and admirers. 

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

      /s/ Steven E. Rohan      _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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